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T Theses Abstrcts

Institutional digital repositories
in Saudi Universities:
Towards a National
Project Vision to support

the initiatives of its
establishment and its
management

Fahad Abdullah Aldhuwaihy

Abstract

This study tackles the institutional reposi-
tory (IR) subject within the Saudi Univer-
sities. The lack of the digital institutional
repositories and lack of its spread are the
motive behind conducting this study in the
first place. This study aims to visualize a
vision to come up with a national project
for supporting establishing, managing and
developing digital institutional repositories
within the Saudi Universities, this aim will be
achieved through recognizing the fact and
reality of existing institutional repositories,
the Saudi Universities tendency considering
establishing institutional repositories and
the faculty members tendency for establish-
ing these repositories in their Universities
besides their contribution regarding their
scientific productions in this repositories.
Furthermore this study aims to recognize the
roles that the deanship library affairs may
perform and the effecting factors regard-
ing establishing institutional repositories in

Saudi Universities. The researcher used the
multi case studies method in order to rec-
ognize the previous experiments dealing
with establishing and managing institutional
repositories by conducting a number of in-
terviews with those who are responsible for
these institutional repositories, Moreover,
the researcher used the descriptive sur-
vey method in order to recognize the Saudi
Universities tendencies on establishing IR
through a questionnaire that has been dis-
tributed to deanship library affairs. Likewise
the researcher used the descriptive survey
method to recognize faculty member’s ten-
dency through a questionnaire that was de-
signed for that purpose. The study revealed
some results such as existence of defects
and sometimes absence of the libraries role
along with its specialties regarding being in
charge of the existing IRs in Saudi Universi-
ties, also the study reveals that there are a
positive moves towards adopting initials for
establishing IR besides making an actual
planning for that purpose. Most of the fac-
ulty members support establishing IRs in the
Universities and they are interested in con-
tributing by depositing their scientific pro-
ductions in IRs if they were established. One
of the most recommendations of this study
is the necessity for developing the existing
IRs in the Saudi Universities along with the
necessity regarding library affairs deanships
for developing their efficiencies and capaci-
ties whether technically or technologically
in order to be responsible for implement-
ing institutional repository Initiatives. Finally
these recommendations call for assuring on
the necessity of providing national or institu-
tional policies regarding open access (OA),
for supporting its ideas besides motivate to
implement and achieve its objectives.
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relevance to conference, contributions, and readability

Selected submission paper will be recommended to publish into
one of the journals below:

Journal of Industrial and Intelligent Information (JIII, ISSN:
2301-3745; DOI: 10.12720/jiii)

Lecture Notes on Information Theory (LNIT, ISSN: 2301-
3788; DOI: 10.12720/1nit)

Journal of Computers (JCP, ISSN: 1796-203X)

To see more information: http://www.icfit.org/

The International Conference on Postgraduate
Research 2014 (ICPR2014)

it offers researchers not only postgraduate students but
also researchers who are interested to present papers on
the system, curriculum and management of postgraduate
school. This conference basically focuses on the area of
postgraduate development and social sciences realizing the
demand on this field and to explore the global issues.The
researchers will be able to get feedback on their own work.
It also enhances academic exchanges among researchers

1. Economics 5. History
2. Political Sciences 6. Law

3. Anthropology 7. Linguistic
4. Sociology 8. Business

and also among students all over the world. The research
activities of researchers and postgraduate students are
geared towards achieving excellence in research and
development. It is essential to provide a platform for the
researchers and postgraduate students to present, question
and exchange knowledge in the field of postgraduate
research and social sciences.

Objectives:

1. To provide a platform for the researchers and students
to seek further opinions, comments and suggestions
towards the improvement of the conducted research.
2. To contribute knowledge in the field of
postgraduate  research ~ and  social  sciences.

3. To provide wider opportunities to academicians and

post graduate students to interact and create networking.

Theme:

1. Research on postgraduate system, curriculum &
management.

2. Enhancing postgraduate research on social sciences:
development, action, policy & planning

Areas:
13. Education
9- Management 14, Tslamic Studies
10. Finance

15. Information
Technology
16. E-Commerce

11. Accounting
12. Marketing

Date:December 1-2, 2014 / Safar 8-9, 1436H (Monday - Tuesday)
Venue:Grand Seasons Hotel, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Organizer:Centre of Post Graduate Studies,

International Islamic University College Selangor (KUIS),
Bandar Seri Putra, Kajang, Selangor, MALAYSIA.

http://www.kuis.edu.my/icpr2014/about.html

Theses abstracts
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T Upcoming conferences

References:

1. boyd, danah; Ellison, Nicole (2008). “Social Network Sites:
Definition, History, and Scholarship”. Journal of Computer-
Mediated Communication13: 210-230.

2. Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication Volume 13,
Issue 1, pages 210-230, October 2007

“Nexopia stats on”. Alexa.com. Retrieved 2011-03-13.

4. Elevator Pitch: Why Badoo wants to be the next word in social

networking, Mark Sweney, The Guardian, December 24,
2007. Retrieved March 2008.

5. Bebo - most popular of its kind in UK,(August 2007):
TechCrunch website. Retrieved January 15, 2008.

6. German Xing Plans Invasion of LinkedIn Turf: article from
the MarketingVox website.

7. Hi5 popular in Europe: article from the PBSMediaShift
website. Retrieved January 18, 2008.

8. “Why Users Love Orkut” - 55% of users are Brazilian.
Retrieved January 15, 2008

9. Kucera, Von Gregor (August 9, 2012). “Wundersame Welt der

Netzwerke”. Wiener Zeitung.

10. “India records highest social networking growth Rate: Study”. news.
biharprabha.com. IANS. 26 July 2014. Retrieved 26 July 2014.

11. The Network Nation 2 by S. Roxanne Hiltz and Murray Turoff
(Addison-Wesley, 1978, 1993).

12. bboyd, D.M., & Ellison, N. B. (2007). Social Network Sites:
Definition, History. and Scholarship. Journal of Computer-
Mediated Communication, 13(1), article 11. Retrieved 2012-01-30.

13. Byrne, Ciara (23 August 2012). “What you read is not what
you share”. VentureBeat. Retrieved 10 September 2012.

14. Search for “e-commerce, social networking”. Google Trends.
Retrieved 26 October 2009.

15. Sarah Kessler2011-02-14 13:17:47 UTC (2011-02-14).
“ACTUAL ARTICLE TITLE BELONGS HERE!”.mashable.
com. Retrieved 2013-08-07.

16. Pinterest is Now the No. 3 Social Network in the U.S via
Mashable.com

17. MG Siegler Jan 15,2010 (2010-01-15). “Yelp Enables Check-
Ins On Its iPhone App; Foursquare, Gowalla Ousted As
Mayors”. Techcrunch.com. Retrieved 2011-03-13.

18. Nimetz, Jody. “Jody Nimetz on Emerging Trends in B2B
Social Networking”. Marketing Jive, November 18, 2007.
Retrieved 26 October 2009.

19. Liebeskind, Julia Porter, et al. “Social Networks. [earning,
and Flexibility: Sourcing Scientific Knowledge in New
Biotechnology Firms”. Organization Science, Vol. 7, No. 4
(July—August 1996), pp. 428-443.

20. Bianchini, Laurence (May 14, 2012). “Social Networks for
Scientists”. MyScienceWork. Retrieved 22 April 2014.

21. Ferri F., Grifoni P, Guzzo T. (2012). “New forms of social and
professional digital relationships: the case of Facebook”. Social
Network Analysis and Mining Journal, Vol. 2, pp. 121-137

Upcoming conferences:

Internet Librarian International 2014:21-22 October

Conference and sponsor showcase : Olympia conference centre,
London ,uk

Attracting hundreds of library and information professionals from
around the world each year, Internet Librarian International’s focus
is on practical knowledge and ideas-sharing. At Internet Librarian
International you’ll learn how the services and products you need to
do your jobs are evolving, and which new technologies and business

models you should be watching now and next.
2014 Theme - Positive Change: Creating Real Impact

® UNDERSTAND the changes you can make to ensure your
communities thrive

®* LEARN about emerging models and roles that meet the changing
demands of end-users

® HEAR how libraries - and librarians - must change to be future
ready

® TAKE HOME new skills and ideas for transformative new
services to impact positively on your organization.

Keynotes:1) Michael Edson , Smithsonian Institution; Open

Knowledge Foundation; USA. He will be speaking about harnessing

the internet’s dark matter for the future prosperity of our libraries

and information environments.

2) Rachel Neaman, Newly appointed CEO of Go ON UK, discussing

the digital inclusion charity, and explores how digital skills are

empowering people, businesses and countries.

http://conferences.infotoday.com/documents/212/1L12014_
Programme.pdf

2014 5th International Conference on Future Information
Technology
Bangkok,Thailand Oct.10-12,2014

The 2014  Sth International Conference on Future Information
Technology, ICFIT 2014, will be held during October 10-
12,2014, in Bangkok, Thailand. ICFIT 2014, aims to bring
together researchers, scientists, engineers, and scholar students
to exchange and share their experiences, new ideas, and research
results about all aspects of Information Technology, and discuss
the practical challenges encountered and the solutions adopted.
Theconferencewillbeheldeveryyeartomakeitanidealplatformforpeople
toshareviewsandexperiencesinInformation Technologyandrelatedareas.
All full paper submissions will be peer reviewed and evaluated based

on originality, technical and/or research content/depth, correctness,
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StudiVZ (mostly in Germany), Tagged, Tuenti (mostly in
Spain), Myspace, Xanga and XING[6] in parts of Europe;[7]
Hi5 and Orkut in South America and Central America;[8]
Mxit in Africa;[9] Cyworld, Mixi, Orkut, Renren, Friendster,
SinaWeibo and Wretch in Asia and the Pacific Islands.
There have been attempts to standardize these services
to avoid the need to duplicate entries of friends and
interests (see the FOAF standard and the Open Source
Initiative[clarification needed]). A study reveals that India
has recorded worldys largest growth in terms of Social
Media users in 2013.[10] A 2013 survey found that 73% of
U.S adults use social networking sites.[11]

Typical features

According to Boyd and Ellison’s (2007) article, “Why
Youth (Heart) Social Network Sites: The Role of Networked
Publics in Teenage Social Life”, social networking sites
share a variety of technical features that allow individuals
to: construct a public/semi-public profile, articulate a list
of other users that they share a connection with, and view
their list of connections within the system. The most basic
of these are visible profiles with a list of “friends” who are
also users of the site. In an article entitled “Social Network
Sites: Definition, History, and Scholarship,” Boyd and Ellison
adopt Sunden’s (2003) description of profiles as unique
pages where one can “type oneself into being.”2 A profile is
generated from answers to questions, such as age, location,
interests, etc. Some sites allow users to upload pictures, add
multimedia content or modify the look and feel of the profile.
Others, e.g., Facebook, allow users to enhance their profile by

: &
..A..A |

adding modules or “Applications.”” Many sites allow users
to post blog entries, search for others with similar interests
and compile and share lists of contacts. User profiles often
have a section dedicated to comments from friends and other
users. To protect user privacy, social networks typically have
controls that allow users to choose who can view their profile,
contact them, add them to their list of contacts, and so on.

Additional features

Some social networks have additional features, such as
the ability to create groups that share common interests
or affiliations, upload or stream live videos, and hold
discussions in forums. Geosocial networking co-opts
Internet mapping services to organize user participation
around geographic features and their attributes.

There is a trend towards more interoperability between
social networks led by technologies such as OpenID and
OpenSocial. In most mobile communities, mobile phone
users can now create their own profiles, make friends,
participate in chat rooms, create chat rooms, hold private
conversations, share photos and videos, and share blogs by
using their mobile phone. Some companies provide wireless
services that allow their customers to build their own mobile
community and brand it; one of the most popular wireless
services for social networking in North America and Nepal
is Facebook Mobile

Access to information

Many social networking services, such as Facebook, provide
the user with a choice of who can view their profile. This
is supposed to prevent unauthorized users from accessing
their information. Parents who want to access their child’s
MySpace or Facebook account have become a big problem
for teenagers who do not want their profile seen by their
parents. By making their profile private, teens can select who
may see their page, allowing only people added as “friends”
to view their profile and preventing unwanted viewing of the
profile by parents. Most teens are constantly trying to create a
structural barrier between their private life and their parents.

To edit information on a certain social networking service
account, the social networking sites require you to login or
provide a password. This is deigned to prevent unauthorized
users from adding, changing, or removing personal
information, pictures, or other data.
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A social networking service is a platform to build social -
networks or social relations among people who share P~
interests, activities, backgrounds or real-life connections. A

social network service consists of a representation of each
user (often a profile), his or her social links, and a variety
of additional services. Social networks are web-based
services that allow individuals to create a public profile, to
create a list of users with whom to share connections, and
view and cross the connections within the system.[1] Most
social network services are web-based and provide means
for users to interact over the Internet, such as e-mail and
instant messaging. Social network sites are varied and they
incorporate new information and communication tools such
as mobile connectivity, photo/video/sharing and blogging.
[2] Online community services are sometimes considered as
a social network service, though in a broader sense, social
network service usually means an individual-centered service
whereas online community services are group-centered.
Social networking sites allow users to share ideas, pictures,
posts, activities, events, interests with people in their network.

i &
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The main types of social networking services are those

that contain category places (such as former school year or
classmates), means to connect with friends (usually with
self-description pages), and a recommendation system
linked to trust. Popular methods now combine many of
these, with American-based services such as Facebook,
Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, Instagram, Pinterest, Tumblr
and Twitter widely used worldwide; Nexopia in Canada;[3]
Badoo,[4] Bebo,[5] Vkontakte (Russia), Delphi, Draugiem.
lv (mostly in Latvia), Hyves (mostly in The Netherlands),
iWiW (mostly in Hungary), Nasza-Klasa, Soup (mostly
in Poland), Glocals in Switzerland, Skyrock, The Sphere,

M SLA-AGC Newsletter - Issue (2) August 2014




and meaning of the query, and not dependent upon
preset keyword groupings or inbound link measurement
algorithms, which make the more traditional search engines
easier to game, thus including more spam oriented results.”

Plenary Sessions:

1- The Entrepreneurial Librarian : There’s no committee

that says, ‘This is the type of person who can change
the world — and you can’t.” Realizing that anyone can
do it is the first step. The next step is figuring out how
you’re going to do it. ~ AdoraSvitak
Social entrepreneurship provides an excellent model for
libraries that are invested in the future. People know that
we no longer need access to an expensive encyclopedia to
look up for specific information; we can simply type it into
Google to find our answer in “0.25 seconds.” Some would
argue that advent of the internet marked the decline of
libraries; they have forgotten that libraries are so much more
than books and static repositories of knowledge.
Today’s librarians are innovators who explore new
technologies and novel ideas in the relentless pursuit of
excellence; these librarians are embracing the entrepreneurial
spirit. Indeed, librarians and entrepreneurs share certain
characteristics, including creativity, persistence, and
passion. (Stephanie Prato, 2013. What is Entrepreneurial
Librarianship? http://infospace.ischool.syr.edu/2013/06/05/

what-is-entrepreneurial-librarianship/)
Should information professionals who graduated from

library school work in a library? Or they can establishtheir
own information company and become an independent
information professional who can deliver their knowledge
and experience to any stakeholder world worldwide, like the
international consultant!

2- Return of investment-ROI in Libraries : Libraries are
under mounting pressure to show their effectiveness and
quantify their values. Then, How can they demonstrate
their values by looking to the future? Return on
investment (ROI) is how much you get back for what
you put into something. ROI in libraries can be used to
measure the costs (investment) and the outcomes (the
return on investment) from the perspective of library
users, the parent organization, or from the perspective
of the library itself. Thus, ROI can be an integral
part of the process for evaluating a library’s services,
collections, staffing levels, planning for new services

and resources, or measuring how valuable a library is to
its community and stakeholders. (Lown, C and Davis,
H, 2009. Are you worth it? What Return on Investment
can and can’t tell you about your library. http:/www.
inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2009/are-you-worth-

it-what-return-on-investment/

there is a very famous study done by Elsevier
and university of Illinois regarding this issue,
(University Investment in the Library: What’s the
Return? A Case Study at the University of Illinois at
Urbana—Champaign, 2008.
elsevier.com/university-investment-library-

http://libraryconnect.

what%E2%80%99s-return-case-study-university-
illinois-urbana%E2%80%93champaign)

Key Performance Indicators For Libraries -KPI:
the main objective for KPI is to measure

our libraries collections and services

and to provide libraries with a concrete

set of metrics that can be used to measure
success in a digital age as well as to quantify
objectives to reflect strategic performance.

Publisher Information Professionals relationship
Libraries and professional publishers have long had a

complicated relationship, many researchers believe that
through improved communication channels between
publishers and librarian can better help our constituencies
stay at the leading edge of changes in our industry.
Suggested Chair-ship: chair of the Publisher Vendor Library
Relations group at American Library Association.

Emerging Technologies in Libraries
Inrecent years, libraries have faced transformational changes
in user environments, technologies, and information seeking
behaviors. Academic libraries have been the early adopters
of technological innovations to meet research, instruction,
and digital information needs. The objective of this plenary
session is to demonstrate how researchers, librarians
and information professionals can create collaborative
partnerships to enhance research and education in this
complex digital environment. how Libraries modernized its
service model by implementing creative service provision,
supporting collaborative research and instruction, and
embracing technological change in the digital era.
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Librarians and Information professionals undertake the
technological change and the Internet applications as by
product. They are sympathized and intellectually oriented
according to current information markets, if things change
they are obliged to change too for survival. Their users are
becoming new internet citizens preferring to communicate
through their tiny computer that becomes their urgent part to
possess and to use,that is the mobile power. Currently most
companies are shifting toward developing and upgrading the
mobile applications more than what they are really invest in
computers and laptops. This is encouraged with the mass storage
technology of cloud computing. Basically, information are not
more than digital contents flying within the cloud technology
all over the global, accessed by smart search engines to hunt the
meaningful, relevant and most demanded information through
smart mobile medium to their targeted users.

As librarians and information professionals? Where we
are? What is our new roles? How will our job be done, our
services be introduced, and our future be in the job market?
What new competencies and skills should be developed and

how they should be acquired and introduced by whom?

It is though the purpose of the 21* annual conference of the
SLA/AGC to respond to the above questions through its
keynote speaking, plenary sessions, papers presentations,
round table discussions, publishers and venders

demonstrations, and the widely involved exhibition. As

usual, the SLA/AGC intends to arrange for international
gathering and knowledge-based-festival.

Conference Main Themes

The main purpose of the conference is tofocus on more
practical knowledge and ideas-sharing rather than merely
presenting papers. The gathering, so far, intends to offer all
participants the opportunity toUNDERSTAND that the change
by itself is not end, but the continuous involvement in change is
the most critical issue to be always prepared for. To do so, each
should LEARN from relevant partner as an integrated team,
information professionals, technologist, publishers, educators,
...etc. to develop new roles that meet the changing demands
of end-users. Team members should LISTEN and HEAR in
regards to change requirements to be ready for the future, to
acquire new skills for transforming to new services that truly
and positively impact their customers and organization. The
following themes are the keys to go forward:

digital literacy for building user-
relationships

“The ability to effectively and critically navigate,
evaluate and create information using a range of digital
technologies.”Digital literacy is a combination of digital
information and the ability to access that information
(literacy) to respond to users wherever they are, go to them
and let them appreciate you as a source of information not
just information facilitator.
1. Digital contents and smart librarians: new competencies
and roles
2.Mobile technology and cloud computing- the unlimited
server
3.Integrated relationships between publishers and libraries
4. Semantic web-based information systems and services
5.Semantic web applications and search engines
6.The future of the national libraries as intellectual
repositories and public institutions
“The Semantic Web and the Web service paradigm are
currently the most important trends on the way to the next
generation of the Web. They promise new opportunities for
content and service provision, enabling manifold and flexible
new applications and improved support for individual and
cooperative tasks.
“The ideal search engine would be able to match the search
queries to the exact context and return results within that
context. While Google, Yahoo and Live continue to hold
sway in search, here are the engines that take a semantics
(meaning) based approach, the end result being more
relevant search results which are based on the semantics
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SLA-Arabian Gulf Chapter Board Members 2014-2015

Mrs. Asma Saleh Al-Buainain

Qatar university library.
009744061-4403-
Email: Asma.roomi@qu.edu.qa

Mr. Najeeb M. Al-Khateeb

P.O. Box: 52870. Riyadh. Zip code: 11573
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Tel.:+966 1488 2473 Fax:+966 1482 8506
Email: najeeb2299@yahoo.com

Mr. Rashid Abdul Rahman Ali

Mob. +971504495443"

+971506232377"

Dir.+97126516321

Email. e. rashed.albaeek@tcaabudhabi.ae

Dr. Saif Al-Jabri

P.O. Box: 20 Al-Khoud 123

Muscat Sultanate Oman

Tel..+968 241 41 844 Fax..+968244 13571
Email: saljabri@squ.edu.om

Mr. Mohammed G. R. Mubarak

P.O. Box: 34110 Doha Qatar
Tel.. 009743352959
Email: momubarak@qfns.edu.qa

Dr. Naeema H. Jabr

P.O.Box: 42. Al-Khoud 123. Muscat
Sultanate Oman

Tel.:+968 99320584 Fax..+96824543 194
Email: mnjaburh@hotmail.com

Mr. Abdullah K. Al-Hefeiti

Abdullah Al Hefeiti. phD
Library Director Masdar institute

PO Box 54224. Abu Dhabi. United Arab Emirates

TL:+971 2 810 9052

Mrs. Athraa Majeed Al Alaw

P.O. Box:26671 Bahrain
Tel..+97317239846 Fax.:+97317239665
Email: athrasmaa@agu.edu.bh

Mrs. Affra Rashid AlShamsi

P.O.Box: 1331 Sultanate Oman 111
Tel..+0096824599685 Fax.. 0096824599307
Email: affralshamsi@gmail. com

Dr. Majda Gharieb

P.O. Box:42803. Jeddah 21551
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: mgharieb2005@yahoo.co.uk

Mrs. Seham K A Alostath

Kuwait .Ministry of Education. Libraries
Administratio

Mob.: +96597907915

Tel.. 496525240675  Fax..+96525240675
Email: s__alostad@yahoo.com
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Arab Union Gatalogue

Brick of the Arab Digital Library

Digital Library

Providing resource

Co-operation with about 1500 libraries
Building standard library catalogues
Professional development for libraries staff

For queries and membership

www.aruc.org — Info@aruc.org
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